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decrease in overall forest diversity. Increased
forest volume and denser canopies cause
more rain and snow to evaporate into the at-
mosphere before reaching the forest floor.
That evaporation leads to a decrease in avail-
able water supplies for threatened and endan-
gered species, drinking water and agricultural
supplies.

Insect outbreaks and large, intense fires are
becoming more common and more severe on
these dense, homogeneous forests. Currently,
20–30 million acres of National Forests are
susceptible to catastrophic wildfires. As subur-
ban populations migrate further away from the
cities, forest fires consume more property and,
tragically, more lives. Those fires also cause
serious air and water quality problems. In the
wake of destructive fires, erosion and flooding
contribute to the degradation of mountain
streams, and ultimately, to our water supplies.

Mr. Speaker, the health and capacity of for-
ests is directly related to the volume of timber
harvested. Without harvesting, thinning or pre-
scribed burns, timber inventory accumulates to
the point where growth is impeded, and
stands become susceptible to wildfires, beetle
infestations and disease. Timber harvests add
valuable and essential resources to the econ-
omy while reducing the potential for cata-
strophic fires by eliminating dangerously high
levels of fuels. While many advocate the use
of prescribed fires, without the complement of
timber harvests, even those fires may have
detrimental side effects. For example, pre-
scribed burns often destroy economically via-
ble and renewable resources while violating
air quality and visibility standards.

In recent times, the U.S. Forest Service has
shifted away from their mission of multiple
uses and sustained yield. Competing public in-
terests push the Forest Service to a manage-
ment style motivated not by sound policy, but
by fear of special interest backlash. Manage-
ment, it seems, is controlled not by what is
best for the forest, but by what interest group
protests the loudest. Meanwhile, timber budg-
ets and timber sales decline and administra-
tive costs escalate. Directing funds away from
timber budgets negates Forest Management
plans, undermines public input into the proc-
ess, and harms the forest ecosystem. Such
impediments to the Forest Service mission
have resulted in a de facto policy of reduced
management, increased risk of wildfires, and
deteriorating forest health.

Better national forest timber programs are
essential to the proper stewardship of Ameri-
ca’s forests and to the health, condition and
integrity of the environment. Accordingly, I
strongly urge my colleagues and the Chief of
the U.S. Forest Service to support proper har-
vest management tools to ensure better forest
health throughout the country. Moreover, I
urge the Congress to support the Rocky
Mountain Regional Forester’s strategy to re-
verse the decline of forest management pro-
grams and to reach a more effective program
level by the year 2000. Finally, I implore all of
my colleagues in the House of Representa-
tives to support Congressional efforts to im-
prove efficiency, effectiveness, and account-
ability in the management of our national for-
ests.
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Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, for many years
Dr. Monroe D. Senter has been a highly re-
spected member of the Knoxville community.
A few days ago, Dr. Senter celebrated his
100th birthday. On this occasion, I would like
to call his career and many accomplishments
to the attention of my colleagues and readers
of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

Dr. Senter was born on February 21, 1898,
in Knoxville, Tennessee. I am told that as a
young man he walked nearly ten miles each
day to attend high school. He was president of
his class, played football, and graduated as
Valedictorian in 1919.

Dr. Senter went on to study at Knoxville
College and later earned his Masters Degree
from the University of Minnesota. In 1966 he
was conferred with an honorary Doctor of
Laws Degree from Knoxville College.

In his long career as an educator, Dr.
Senter served as a teacher at College High
School and Austin High School and was the
Principal of Beardsley Junior High School for
over 30 years. In addition, for two years he
acted as Director of Education and Guidance
for the U.S. Department of Education in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Dr. Senter has been President of the Knox-
ville Education Association, the East Ten-
nessee Education Association, the Tennessee
Education Association, the Tennessee State
Teachers Association, and the American
Teachers Central Division.

However, Dr. Senter’s contributions are not
only in the realm of education. He has been
involved in a long list of community organiza-
tions including the Knoxville College Trustee
Board, the Y.M.C.A., the National Urban
League, the Kiwanis Club, and his church, the
Lennon Seney United Methodist Church.

The citizens of Knoxville certainly owe a
debt of gratitude to Dr. Senter for his many
years of service and dedication to the commu-
nity.

The world would be a much better place if
we had more men like Dr. Monroe Senter.
f
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Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to give my support to ‘‘A Season for Non-
violence’’, an international grassroots move-
ment in commemoration of the 50th and 30th
anniversaries of the assassinations of Ma-
hatma Mohandas K. Gandhi and Martin Luther
King, Jr.

‘‘A Season for Nonviolence’’ envisions a
better world for all human beings. This move-
ment’s actions are based on values firmly
rooted in our society’s diverse beliefs and tra-
ditions. To this end, ‘‘Gandhi/King: A Season
for Nonviolence’’ applies its efforts and re-
sources to identifying and bringing into full
public focus the rich spectrum of grassroots

projects and programs by individuals and or-
ganizations who are promoting a culture of
peace.

During the period between January 30,
1998 and April 4, 1998 groups throughout the
world will sponsor projects and programs to
create greater awareness and consciousness
of the principles and practices of nonviolence,
including symposia on interfaith and inter-ra-
cial healing; days of dialogue, prayer and
meditation; artistic and cultural events; essay
contests and special activities for children.

In my home city of Chicago, many groups
are working to focus the hearts and minds of
our citizens on nonviolence in recognition and
celebration of ‘‘A Season for Nonviolence.’’

I commend the efforts of all of the groups
and individuals in Chicago and across Amer-
ica who are dedicating their time and re-
sources to this noble goal. I am very pleased
and honored to recognize them today.
f
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Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise before
you today to commemorate the last Sunday in
February as a National Day of Caring. This
day is set aside for communities to show con-
cern for those among them who are homeless
and to call attention to the additive effect of in-
dividuals in alleviating the suffering of people
in need. Since 1991, residents of Ohio’s Miami
Valley have come together and offered a vari-
ety of ways to serve those less fortunate on
the Day of Caring. My colleague, Representa-
tive TONY HALL, and I personally have been
long-time participants and co-chairmen of this
important day. I am proud to have had the op-
portunity on five occasions to join in by cook-
ing pancakes at the annual Day of Caring
Kickoff Breakfast alongside other concerned
Miami Valley residents.

Over the past seven years, the Day of Car-
ing has been a tremendous success. Thou-
sands of area residents have participated. In
all, over $110,000 has been raised for dona-
tions to area organizations that serve the
needy. Additionally, The Day of Caring pro-
vides an opportunity to acknowledge those
who combat the problems that plague the hun-
gry and the homeless. It promotes many of
the area organizations whose primary mission
is to address the needs of those less fortu-
nate. Local affiliations of organizations such as
the United Way, Hospice, Aim for the Handi-
capped, the Red Cross, and Habitat for Hu-
manity individually sponsor events. Volunteers
from the Franciscan Medical Center, The
Good Neighbor House, The Girl Scout Coun-
cil, and the Mad River Lion’s Club also partici-
pate. The Day of Caring truly celebrates the
spirit of volunteerism that is alive and well in
the Miami Valley.

This past Sunday, February 22, 1998, was
this year’s Day of Caring. Nearly 1,000 volun-
teers kicked off the day with the Day of Caring
Pancake Brunch at seventeen different loca-
tions in the Miami Valley. Two locations of-
fered over 500 free brunches for the hungry
and homeless. Fifteen sites served over 7,000
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